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Dear Hal, 



Trying to do too many thinbs for too long has resulted in chaos in 
my files. So, when preparations for what I was asked to do for N.o. immediately 
before the trial forced it upon me, I began a reorganization of themo including 
a rudimentary carding system. When and as I can, in the odds end ends of mom- 
ents that present themselves between larger things, when I get to 8 good 
points to stop one piece of work or another, as before retiring or meals I 
nibble away at them. Little by little a semblance of order is coming. Yester- 
day and last night I was in some G uban files, which is the immediate purpose 
of writing you. I found what you sent me for Oswald in Hew Orleans, your hand- 
copying of some AP dispatches on the Masferrer first Haitian caper. *n it are 
some names that do not appear in any of the other clippings I have oh this, 
that, in turn, assumes a possible current significance because of what may 
or myy not have appeared in your paners out there. It got scant attention here, 
but have learned a bit more of it. There has been a federal indictment that 
now seems to be under the neutrality act, of about 10-12 guys. I have ten 
names, I think. This grows out of the gas-bombing of Haiti a couple of weeks 
ago that got a little more attention. I made a few inquiries in "bshington 
when I was there Friday end for a reason I cannot now explain, this prosecution 
seems to be under customs. If it seems strange, let me remind you they ere 
the ones who busted Hall in October 1963, which also seems like the wrong agency. 
Now thdre is a broad involvement of the former G uban mercenaries in all of this. 
About two months ago there was an "accidental" killing at a camp on the edge 
of the Everglades. One of the men involved in that id Dempsey. One of those 
just charged is Acdby and, without having checked them all out, several others 
of those now charged are familiar. One, Howard Davis, is certain to me. I have 
several files on him. 

What I cannot immediately fathom is the prosecution at this parti- 
cular time when it is inconceivable to me that the feds did not know everything 
they now know months ago. For example, as the people in LA know. Hemming laid 
the whole thing out to me on tape the end of last October, when I interviewed 
him. He was discussing it openly on the phone while I was with him, with no 
effort to obscure hhat he was talking about. Of course, his lying is commensur- 
ate with his size, but there is no doubt he was talking about it and out loud. 
With so many of his Cuba-days associates involved, I have no doubt he was in on 
it and quite possibly, as he indicated, in charge. Larry was with him on it. 

If the lawyers rather than the agents know of me, I think they well 
be asking me questions for two reasons: I have written of these people and I 
have often discussed than on the phone, including my taping an interview. I 
do not think that on their own any agents will approach me. But, these are 
very dangerous people and irresponsible as they are dangerous. They are in no 
sense revolutionary. When 1 asked why the A a itien involvement, the response 
was a shrugged "Keplace one dictator with another". They have all sorts of 
weapons stached away all around the country. You may have noted it. If you 
haven't, some of the Cuban Power bombings were with CIA explosives and by 
men with CIA training. So, if I am approached, I will want to help. This does 
not mean involving you, for giving them a copy of those dispatches does not 
require telling them how I got them. I would not for otner reasons, as you 
know, for I would not disclose you source. I would tell them only that on thoee 
dates stories with such end such contents appeared. But, if you have anything else 
on these characters and their operations, let me know the names involved. Do 
not copy the clippings, for thst could be a large and expensive job. If you 
have names I do not, I can then ask for specific things. I will be adding this 
to COUP anyway, for several of them are already in it. I have finally begun 
writing the addition to it, having reread what I wrote a year ago. Just 
finished that Sunday. The only changes I have made are in tenses. To make 
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others is beyond my capacity and I do not regard any as necessary. After a 
year, with all that has happened in that time, this is not a bad record. 

However, ^ have much 1 will be adciing, particularly on ^ay# 

All of this reminds me of several things. Have you over checked bsfek 
with Brandon? I would like very much for him to out me in touch with those 
women, directlv or through you. Their knowledge now assumes more significance 
for several reasons. Would you please try again and let me know? There is no 
reason for them to be concerned about themselves, but there is reason for them 
to worry if they have not let what they know be known to those who can out it 
in proper perspective. 

An aside that you may find unwelcome: just at the time I succeeded 
in turning Hall and Howard on and they agreed to go to N.O., after their 
success in court. Garrison was turned off of them and onto Maaferrer. For the 
longest time he was persuaded that Maaferrer was responsible for the murder. 

It later turned out that Turner did this and that there was no basis for his 
doing it. He merely persuaded Garrison it was so. As so often happened, box- 
ley pitched in andhelped. 7/hen Hall finally got to N.O. , there was a taped 
interrogation in which they all participated, then Hail was turned over to 
Boxley for about a week. There is no record of any kind of this. No one 
the office knew what, if anything, Boxley got in that week. One thing that did 
hapnen that I camnyt regard as isolated or uninspired _ is the u Hail went to - 
Pena end Pena didnt like it for a minute. Now, with Hall s story that he 
been tr N.O. only once, then with Hemming, and he saw only la Bsrre at that time, 

his insistence to me that he had never been at or th J tw^hi ngfthat I 

lit Me likelihood that he had gone to Peno(s on his own. Other things that l 
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working in unless either I asked it or an emergency and a genuine log Memer 
gency only required otherwise. The result of ell of this ( rena told me e 
fSewMark out, for example, was to turn him off, end very effectively. He 
really got up tight, as I bed never seen him, and would not even talk to me. 
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various levels, to this day, and 



This sort of thing persists on 



also being done by people who may not have any such intention. I have been silent 
aboutn some of it because we have already been too frectioned by it. I have not 
written you about some of it for a number of reasons, one of which is that you 
have never written me what you said you would. It is not my desire or intent 
to bug you. But silence does not indicate unawareness of some of the things 
that are going on. They do reacn me, from assorted sources. One one level, when 
people are told what they have difficulty believing, they directly ask me about 
what they have been told. x n some case, it is impossible for the pieces not to 
fall in place. 

In our discussions of Lifton, on whom you have not agreed with me, 

I can show you proof that he was runring his strange kind of campaign against 
me going back to raid-1966 at least. 1 have never mentioned this to you or Paul 
in discussing him and uhat he was doing. I recall being informed of this by 
that time, when we hsd never met, way before I was outnthere for the first time. 
Because of it I sought to avoid him and succeeded in doing this until the last 
minute, when my continuing to do it wss embarrassing my host, Bill 0 T STonnell. 

Sp, I did see him for a short while on a Sunday morning, when I could not 
plead the pressure of time on the appearances. That is the only time I recall 
seeing him face to face. I recallphoning him but once, then at Paul’s behest 
(and Paul was right; I then should have). I have avoided him. However, his 
campaign continues, intensified recently, as you must know and^he must have told 
you some of the many lies he is telling. Because ^ had been toxd that he tapes 
everything and because I also knew that he twists everything, I made a tape of 
ray conversation with him, only for my own protection. ^ have never played it 
back, never let anyone hear it, but 1 do have it. At that time ^ rpoved to him 
that all the things he was saying about me wers false and ba a to be, to his 
knowledge. One example, the cnacellaticn of the Reseda debate with Licbelar. How 
this is one of the things that Gary asked me about. I gave sve the file with 
the stimulation he return it to me, but so he could read all the correspondence 
ans see the truth for himself. If you doubt this, ask u ary, who has returned that 
file. If you want to see it, under these terms, you are welcome. I do not see 
further disputes or fractioning and ordinarily I do not concern myself with 
these things, for they at best waste time that can better be spent otherwise. 

If I cannot tell you why he does these things (my own hunch is that he is off 
his rocker), I can prove that everything he has allaged of me of which I know 
is quite false, and I cm show you ray written challegges to him and the proofs. 



More recent Jy Fred ha 3 begun the same thing, with a few nasty 
embellishments of different character, the kind t.h9t cannot be disproved by 
files and the kind that are never effectively satisfied by mere denial, the 
sto-beating-your-wife kind. However, it is possible to totally refute most of 
what Fred alleges, and my own correspondence with him is entirelyinconsistent 
with the other things. By which I also mean his correspondence to me in itself 
is a refutation to reasonable people (I wonder how many such are left?). This 
relates to many thinhs, including his sources on soma of the things he has 
been working on, the ^hornley stuff he gave Lifton (and has full awareness of 
its potential for willful misinterpretation - I think it is fair to say the 
certainty that this is what would be done with it) and other things. I know you 
have maintained your associations with both. Bid Fred ever tell you what 1 have 
never mentioned, that the one thing he gave Lifton is not the only conmiunica , ion 
he had from me on this? It is the one I never saw, having merely dictated it 
to a girl in the office (you know my handwriting and I was not then carrying 
my portable typewriter for reason you understand, having me me at the airport 
so many times). As a consequence of this incident, I began talcing my typewriter, 
the result being that it was intercepted and ruined, beyond repair. Fred never 
had any doubt of the purpose of sending him picture in pairs he was not to 
separate end he did have a letter I wrote myself he did not give -ifton. There 
is more I do not take time for. real purpose in telling you these things, 

aside from the fact tnat you should be thinking of the, is that your name is now 
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being invoked as confirming these assorted lies and slanders. Because everyone 
who knows me know the high regard I have for Jou, this is rather effective* It 
is because this has now come to my attention that I let you know of it* I do 
suggest that you not say anything about it on the chance that* cunning as some 
people are, it may have been done for the purpose of fingering someone if it 
is not true* By "true", with the kind of people we are discussing* what I 
really mean is not true but what a sick mind con distort into the semblance 
of truth* You -are not alone. The names of others are being used the some way, 
with statements in direct quotes. If these things have been said by those 
others, they have said what is completely false snd again I have the files to 
establish this* 

If what is attributed to you is so* I can say only that I am sadly 
disappointed* for you should know me and what all this has cost and is costing 
me and you have seen and heard me defend in public and to large audiences those 
who have made themselves my enemy and who have gone out of their way to hurt me- 
and succeeded* I would al 30 be disappointed at your failure to confront me wlhh 
the evil things that have been attributed to me* 

These campaigns go in cycles* There is a remarkable coincidence 
between them and other events* coincidence that has oiten made me wonder* 

Exactly paralleling the beginning of Fred’s* for example* is FBI interest in 
those who have been vTorking with me unknown to any of you people* including 
Fred. Of course, this can be coincidence and I have no way of establishing that 
it is not. I also think it is coincidence, so far as Fred is concerned. But it 
also is feet. 



One of the obvious results is to turn people off* This includes 
people not deeply immersed in the subject who accidentally came accross what 
fit as they did not understand with other things of which they had no awareness. 
There have been soKumnany cases of this* where people who had been close and 
ftiendly - and in touch with Fred - abruptly turn off. In no case can any of 
this be attributed to our correspondence. Try as ^ migut* these are not things 
I can attribute to reaation to Garrison. 



The utter foolishness of the allegations that I sm trying to s&e&l 
what Fred has is laughable, for x regard much of what he "has” as unsubstantial 
at best and I am the one who turned himxonto thv one area where he may^have 
made a worthwhile contributiong* including the raw material, for which tove 
his written thanks. One of the new variants is on Z, and I can show you where 
I sent out there and to him what I alene had discovered on this. While 1^ am 
unaware of what his work on this now amounts to, I am aware of where he began 
and I make no effort- to hide my skepticism. My own discoveries* however* in- 
cluding those not published, are in writing, dated, and in letters to you 
people out there. Fred’s beginning point* if he di- not tell you, is that the 
entire Z film was immediately remade. It is all a fake, Meanwhile, as you 
may recall, I was busily engaged in trying to preserve for him credit for 

what was genuinely bis. * have not altered the credit in COUP* which, as i said* 

I have just gone over. One of those who attempted to steal from him is one 

who has been close to you, and it is blatant and I era responsible for his knowing 

of what Fred have done, I'&is also is in writing. 



I have no intention of carrying tois further. 1 have told you about 
it because your name was used or misused and *** felt I owed you telling you. 

Any time you want to be in e position to check the basic integrity of the 
people conducting this campaign or the fact of what they allege* be my guest. 
As you certainly should know, you can have anything I have. In this case, with 
the restriction it not be used to further the divisions. I add but one thing: 
there has been a measureable reaction to the t:iing I earlier caller o your 
attention. CpincidenceV Perhaps. I do not know. Sincerely* 



